
Minutes of an Open Meeting of Brixham Chamber of Commerce 
held on 27th. March 2012 at The Berry Head Hotel. 

 
1. Those present: Denise McDowell (Chairman), Keith Williams (Vice Chairman), Bridget Bowring 

(Quayside), Paul Boyd & Shelagh Linton (Its all about me), Joe Cloutman (Sheepskin & Suede), 
Angela George & Mike Franchi (IMS Marketing), Sandra Hall (SA Graphic Design), Christine Jaffa 
(Hans Gifts), J.J.Higgins (Claws), Cllrs. Richard John, Mike Morey & Jackie Stockman, Brian Pearce 
(Smiles Fun Shop), Neil Pearce (Shipmates) & Michael Sara (Minutes Sec.).  

2. Health & Safety : The Chairman pointed out the exits in the event of a fire. 
3. Apologies: Gordon Gout (Tides – BTP), John Ingram (Bay Coffee), Simon James (Hobb Nobbs) 

Christian Miller (Keeping Pets) & Bob Wooller (ex Chair). 
4. Minutes of last Meeting on 27th Sept 2011: Approved. 
5. Accounts: Joe Cloutman reported that the Chamber’s accounts showed a balance 

of £1700. Memberships were now due and the accounts needed to be enhanced so 
that the Chamber could support worthwhile events in Brixham. 

6. Parking Promotion: Keith Williams felt that the initial signs were encouraging but 
more needed to be done to advertise. Since only members of the Chamber could 
participate several new traders had joined. The Chairman was exploring the costs of 
a Banner to be hung above Fore Street when Festivals were not being promoted. 
She would also promote the scheme with the Herald Express and Palm Radio when 
she was given the opportunity. 

7. Mary Portas Report & Video: Her report contained 28 recommendations and the 
Government was offering £100K to 12 towns who could make a good case via a 
video. TTC had prepared one on behalf of all 5 Torbay Centres. The result could be 
seen on Youtube. 

8. Website: Linda Shaw had promised that Brixham.uk.com would be up & running 
this week. After the meeting ”Its all about me” offered to help with the website if 
specialised knowledge was required. 

9. Voucher Scheme: The Chairman had 18 traders signed up and would be 
proceeding even though TTC were producing one for the Bay. It was felt that our 
trader’s adverts could become lost in a bigger version. 10000 copies would be 
printed, 8000 of which would be hand delivered to homes around Brixham and the 
balance sent to libraries, surgeries and camps. 

10. Market Committee: Several new ideas were being explored with representatives 
of the stall holders. A possible Farmers Market in Fore Street needed an organiser. 

11. BATS update: David Satchwell is leading new initiatives to bring in more shows, 
daytime events and Dinners with entertainment. If the theatre is to succeed it needs 
more attractions and support. 

12. 2012 Festival Road closures: Traders expressed concern that there was little 
consultation over road closures and if stalls were to be introduced they could not be 
in front of existing shop fronts. The Chairman would talk to Highways. 

13. 2012 Events update: The meeting was told of the elaborate plans for the Pirates 
and Brixfest. More detail would be available over the next few weeks. 

14. Town Council: Councillors Mike Morey & Jackie Stockman gave a comprehensive 
review of the current matters being considered. Discussion over the ownership of  
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the Town Hall and the costs thereof were still underway. An application to turn the 
Amusement Arcade into a Heritage Centre with a Pirates Exhibition was being 
viewed favourably. Tesco was ‘up in the air’. Several ideas were expressed 
concerning the viability of Shoalstone Pool. Charging was a definite option. The 
latest Windy corner proposal to use part of the Common to allow vehicles from 
Paignton to travel direct towards Brixham, bypassing the lights, had been referred 
back to the Planners. A Community Infrastructure levy was being considered to help 
pay for major projects like the Northern Arm. 

15. Social Events: The Christmas Dinner Dance was to be held at Lupton House. Brian 
also had a few ideas about other events but would also welcome other people’s 
suggestions. 

16. Dates of Open Meetings in 2012: Wednesday 18th July & Tuesday 6th November. 
17. Any Other Business: a) Following a meeting with the Harbourmaster it has been 

agreed to screen off the rubble at Oxencove and to keep the quayside cleaner. The 
screening could be used for advertising. b) Chamber Membership forms can be 
obtained from Simon James at Hobb Nobbs. c) Sandra Hall outlined the events 
arranged for the next few months. She will Email copies to those who give her their 
address. Posters were going to B&B’s and hotels. d) Richard John said that several 
traders in Fore Street were against the Chamber because it wasn’t fighting Tesco. It 
was explained that there were a number of traders on both sides of the argument 
and therefore it was difficult to take a single point of view. e) It was reported that 
the Fishmarket Restaurant would be opening on the Jubilee weekend by the chef 
from ‘the Glass Blower’ in Plymouth. 
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